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Marquette Biological Station
The Marquette Biological Station is located in

Marquette, Michigan on the south shore of Lake
Superior. The office moved in 1992 to a modern
facility which provides better office, storage, and
maintenance space. The station is staffed by 41
permanent and 34 seasonal employees. The
Marquette office is responsible for sea lamprey
control in U.S. waters of Lake Superior, northern and
western waters of Lake Michigan and northern U.S.
waters of Lake Huron. The Marquette office also
operates a lamprey sterilization facility at the Lake
Huron Biological Station near Rogers City, Michigan.

Sea lampreys are aquatic vertebrates native to the
Atlantic Ocean. Sea lampreys resemble eels, but
unlike eels, they feed on large fish. They can live in
both salt and fresh water. Sea lampreys were
accidentally introduced into the Great Lakes in the
early 20th century through shipping canals. Today, sea
lampreys are found in all the Great Lakes. The Great
Lakes Fishery Commission works with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to undertake
sea lamprey control. The control program uses
several techniques to attack sea lampreys. This effort

(known as “integrated sea lamprey management”)
includes:

· sea lamprey assessment

· use of lampricides (chemical control)

· barriers to sea lamprey migration

· sea lamprey traps

· the sterile-male-release-technique

The future of sea lamprey management in the Great
Lakes is rapidly progressing because of new
technology. Since the late 1970’s, efforts have been
made to develop an integrated pest management
approach with the addition of management tools such
as low-head barriers, new styles of electrical weirs
and sterilization of male sea lampreys for release.
The Great Lakes Fishery Commission has stated a
goal of reducing dependance on chemical control
(TFM) by 20% by the year 2010.
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Sea Lamprey Control Technician collecting lampreys in a
Great Lakes tributary.
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Sea Lamprey Control Technician determining lampricide application rate.
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